Celebrating the Diamond Jubilee
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
The

“Quadricentennial
”
of Manitoba’s 400 Year
Military Heritage

Voyage of the first
Hudson’s Bay Expedition

1612-2012 mdcxii-mmXii

the Diamond
Jubilee Service of

remembrance
Veterans, families and cadets gathered Sunday June 3rd, 2012 at 8:30 p.m.
at Winnipeg’s Brookside Cemetery in the Military Field of Honour.
Brookside, the largest and oldest military interment site in Canada is
considered Canada’s most significant Military Field of Honour with over
12,000 Veterans, Service Men and Service Women and War Heroes.
Sea, Army and Air Cadets placed a candle at each of the 12,000 Veterans
military monuments and then joined the Veterans and guests at the Stone
of Remembrance for the service.
Supported by: The Government of Manitoba, Veterans Affairs Canada,
& The City of Winnipeg

M

anitoba’s earliest recorded
military event was
on August 15th,
1612, over 400 years
ago, when then Captain Thomas Button
landed on the
shores of Hudson’s
Bay and claimed
the land north, west Bonnie
and south of HudKorzeniowski,
son’s Bay for King
Manitoba
James of England.
Special Envoy for
He named the land
New Wales, the land Military Affairs
we now know as Manitoba.
Manitoba has one of the proudest
military records of any province in the
history of Canada. Our accomplishments
on land, sea and in the air have served as
a tremendous sense of pride to all of us.
The bravery of ordinary Manitobans, in extraordinary challenges
has resulted in our citizens winning
18 Victoria Crosses, more per capita
than any other province, these include
Canada’s most decorated war hero;
William Barker from Dauphin, and the
bravery of Winnipeg’s Andrew Mynarski
who was a true example of a hero, the
extraordinary accomplishment of our
soldiers; Clarke, Hall and Shankland, the
three VC winners who all lived on the
same block on what is now Valour Road.

The most internationally known
hero of both world wars is our own Sir
William Stephenson, the man called
“Intrepid”, who as Ian Fleming stated,
“James Bond is a highly romanticized
version of a true spy. The real thing is
William Stephenson.” Our men and
women in uniform have served around
the world as liberators, humanitarians,
peace makers and peace keepers.
At home they have fought floods,
fires, ice storms and provided security and
service to our citizens and visitors. We
are proud to recognize the 400 years of
our military history, and the loyalty, dedication and service of our armed forces.

W

elcome to the
“Quadricentennial” magazine of
the Military in Manitoba. Over the past
400 years the exploits of the military
in this province has
been extraordinary.
Those who explored
our forests, ventured Gary Solar Col
over the vast prairies (Ret’d) Special
and navigated the
Advisor on
Hudson Bay, the isMilitary Affairs
land channels of the
north and the thousands of lakes, rivers
and streams, opened the immense lands
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of western Canada to the world. These
explorers, traders and settlers all had
the duty of protecting their forts, trading
posts and the trade routes which brought
wealth and progress to the new world.
This magazine is laid out in a time
line of the 400 years of events which
depicts the major events. Some events
and individuals are described in some
detail but for the most part it simply lists
the date and event of our exciting and
informative history. It does not attempt
to tell the whole story, as our intent is
to create an interest in the great achievements of those brave and dedicated
men and women who, in uniform or
buckskins brought this great country
to nationhood.
Our hope is that our historians,
researchers and writers, both present
and future, young and old will select an
untold story of our land and bring the
full chronicle, unrevised, true and honest to our readers, our schools and our
citizens. This, so we can all be proud
of our past and from that, learn to work
for a better future.

Premier of Manitoba
Legislative Building
Winnipeg, Manitoba CANADA
R3C 0V8

A Message from the Premier

O

n behalf of the Province of Manitoba, and especially the families of the more
than 100,000 Manitobans who have served or are serving in the Regular and Reserve
Forces of the Navy, Army, Air Force, RCMP, and the Police, I would like to bring greetings to
this special publication, which marks the 400th year of Manitoba’s military history.
The story of our military history presents a shared heritage. It speaks to a spirit of
courage, sacrifice, and valour of the inhabitants of these prairie lands, whether going back
to recorded history in 1612, or back thousands of years earlier to the first people of our
land. Manitoba residents have answered the call to duty many times in our history,
demonstrating their dedication and courage in every hemisphere and in every continent
where freedom, human rights, and liberty have been threatened. From early explorers
like Sir Thomas Button, one of the first Europeans to sail the Northwest Passage, to those
taking part in this past century of World Wars – whether in Korea, Europe, the Middle East,
Kosovo, and recently in Haiti, Afghanistan, and North Africa – Manitoba soldiers have
always played a major role in actions that shaped the face of the world.

Greg Selinger,
Premier

We owe a tremendous debt of gratitiude to our veterans for the sacrifices they have
made defending Canada, our allies, and our ideals around the world in wars and peacekeeping missions. Manitoba soldiers have fought, and continue to fight valiantly for our
rights and freedoms. We all have a shared responsibility – governments, schools, and
parents alike – to continuously remind ourselves and our children of their sacrifices.
This magazine is but a brief overview of the four centuries which depict our military
history. I invite everyone to explore these pages, as well as venture out to the many military
museums and monuments in every corner of our province. And to the Manitobans serving
in the Forces today, thank you for all of your hard work and sacrifices.

Greg Selinger
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Admiral Sir
Thomas Button

1612

Admiral Sir Thomas Button was a Welsh officer of
England’s Royal Navy who, in 1612–1613 commanded
an expedition that attempted to locate explorer Henry
Hudson and to map and navigate the Northwest Passage.

Admiral Sir Thomas Button, the explorer who discovered
Manitoba in 1612.

six expeditions. During the 1610-1611
expedition in the Canadian arctic,
the crew of the Discovery mutinied,
and set their captain, Henry Hudson,
adrift in a small boat; he was not seen
from again, and the crew returned
to England.
Button was the first recorded
European to explore and secure the
west coast of Hudson Bay and is credited to be the discoverer of the land now
known as Manitoba. On the 15th of
August in 1612, his raising of the symbolic cross of title at the mouth of the
Nelson was subsequently advanced to
counter later claims to the land. He
claimed the land North, West and South
of the bay shore for the King of England
which he named New Wales.

Button sailed from England about
the beginning of May 1612, in two
ships; Resolution and Discovery and
reached the mouth of a river which
he named the Nelson after the ships
Sailing Master, Francis Nelson who
had died enroute.
The Discovery was a 20-ton “flyboat” of the British East India Company, launched before 1602. She was
the smallest of three ships that were
led by Captain Christopher Newport on
the voyage that resulted in the founding of Jamestown in the new Colony
of Virginia in 1607. She took part in
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His crews spent the winter in
Manitoba along the shores of the
Hudson Bay at Port Nelson and the
next year headed north to search for
the Northwest Passage. They lost the
Resolution to sea ice and continued
on to 65° North. He discovered and

Duffryn House, Glamorganshire, Wales in the
countryside where Thomas Button was born.

named Mansel Island and returned
to England in September 1613.
Thomas Button was the fourth son
of Miles Button, High Sheriff of Glamorgan, Wales. Thomas entered the Royal
Navy about 1589, just after the defeat
of the Spanish Armada. He served the
King with distinction in the West Indies
as a “Privateer” and in Ireland, for his
gallantry at the siege of Kinsale, in
which engagement he was captain of
the pinnance Moon.
When Button returned from his
voyage of exploration in Hudson Bay,
he was appointed Admiral of the King’s
ships off the coast of Ireland. In 1616 he
was knighted by his cousin, Sir Oliver
St. John, Lord Deputy of Ireland. He
won this elevation on the strength of his
skilled seamanship during combined
land and sea operations against rebels
in the west of Scotland. Four years later,
as a Rear Admiral, he took part in an
attack on the headquarters of the
Barbary pirates at Algiers. This assault
was led by his friend and kinsman,
Lord Mansel.
In 1624 he was appointed to the
Council of War. The next year he was assigned to a commission enquiring into
the state of the navy. Following Button’s
exploration of the western mainland of
Hudson Bay, two other expeditions were
outfitted in 1615 and 1616.
Captain Thomas Button and his
men were in the territory which became
Manitoba so far ahead of anyone else
that their exploits have become lost
in the glamor which surrounds later
events. The voyage of the Nonsuch to
the bottom of James Bay in 1668, the
founding of the Hudson’s Bay Company
in 1670, the thrust of La Verendrye to
the Red and Assiniboine in 1738, and

the establishment of the Selkirk Settlement in 1812, all followed Button.
Button and his men were at Nelson
River just eight years after the first
settlement in all of Canada, Port
Royal, on the Atlantic seaboard, was
started in 1604. Button’s New Wales,
now Manitoba, was named after his
homeland just four years after the
Citadel of Quebec was founded. Button
was in Manitoba and Western Canada
thirty years before the City of Montreal
was founded. He was there more than
sixty years before York Fort was built
on Hayes River, seventy-eight years
before Henry Kelsey’s first journey to
the western plains, and one hundred
and twenty-six years in advance of
La Verendrye’s arrival at the fork of

Capt Thomas Button claiming the land we know as
Manitoba for the King of England on 15 Aug 1612.
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the Red and Assiniboine. In the
perspective of American history, Button
and his men landed at Nelson River
eight years before the Pilgrim Fathers
went ashore in Massachusetts Bay.
The story of Button’s name
continues in the history of North
America. In 1735, Button Gwinnett was
born, the son of the Rector of Down
Hatherley Church, Samuel Gwinnett,
and his wife Anne.
Button Gwinnett got his unusual
first name from the Button family of
Glamorgan, South Wales. The elder
brother of Button, also called Samuel,

1619 • Jens Munk from Denmark, commissioned by King Christian IV, set out
with 65 men and His Royal Majesty’s
two ships, the Enhiörningen, a small
frigate, and Lamprenen, a sloop. His
mission was to discover the Northwest
Passage to the Indies and China. Munk
penetrated Davis Strait as far north
as 69°, found Frobisher Bay, and then
sailed through Hudson Strait. In September 1619 he found the entrance to
Hudson Bay and spent the winter near
the mouth of the Churchill River. Cold,
famine, and scurvy destroyed so many
of his men that only two persons besides himself survived. With these men,
he sailed for home with the Lamprenen
on 16 July 1620, reaching Bergen,
Norway, on 20 September 1620.
1640-1670 • Exploration for furs was
mandated by the “Companie du Nord”
of New France to explore inland west
towards Hudson Bay. French Trading Posts and Forts begin to spring
up along the inland waterways to the
north and west of the Great Lakes. All
male citizens of New France were part
of the militia. The “voyageurs”

after his father, married Emilia Button
of Cotterell, Glamorgan, S. Wales in
1755. Emilia Button was a descendant
of Sir Thomas Button. In 1762 the
Gwinnetts moved to America and rose
to prominence among the local community, Gwinnett being elected to the
Commons House of Assembly in 1769.
After the revolutionary War began in
1775, Gwinnett became commander of
Georgia’s troops fighting in the British
Continental Army and later became one
of the five men elected by Georgia to the
Continental Congress in Philadelphia.
Gwinnett arrived in Philadelphia in May

or “coureurs du bois” were viewed
as militiamen.
1668 • Pierre-Esprit Radisson and
Médard des Groseilliers, a coureur des
bois (“runner of the woods”), worked
with the Jesuit missionaries among
the Hurons near Lake Huron in the
1640s. From 1654 to 1656 Groseilliers
explored what is now northern Ontario,
and was one of the first to reach Lake
Superior. The natives told him of the
vast fur-trading areas to the north and
west of the lake, around Hudson Bay.
In 1659, with his partner, returned to
the area and brought back thousands

1776 and voted for the US Declaration
of independence on July 4. Gwinnett’s
signature appears on the Declaration
of Independence. Gwinnett’s signature
is one of the most valuable in the world
(third behind Caesar and Shakespeare)
and examples have sold for as much
as $150,000. Gwinnett died, on May 19
1777, at the age of 42 as a result of
a duel.
Credits: Dr. Ross Mitchell Manitoba Pageant,
Spring 1970, Volume 15, Number 3, and US
Library of Congress

of furs. The officials in New France,
however, confiscated their furs and
arrested them for trading without
a license.
In 1669 they joined the English and
led them, in the ship, “The Nonsuch”,
a ketch that carried six two-pound
muzzle loading smoothbore guns.
They sailed into Hudson Bay from the
north, bypassing the land route from
New France. After this successful
expedition, the English founded the
Hudson’s Bay Company in 1670. A
replica of the Nonsuch is on display
at the Manitoba Museum in Winnipeg.
1670 • The Hudson Bay Company is
formed—King Charles II gives HBC the
mandate to conduct business in the
region and represent the interest of
the Crown including being organized
as a military force to prevent conflict.

Historical flag of the Hudson’s Bay Company from its days
as a British trading company.
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Rupert’s Land
The Nonsuch continued to the southern portion of
James Bay, where its explorers founded Fort Rupert at
the mouth of the Rupert River. Both the fort and the
river were named after the sponsor of the expedition,
Prince Rupert of Bavaria. After a successful trading
expedition over the winter of 1668–9, the Nonsuch
returned to England.
The Governor and Company of
Adventurers of England Trading into
Hudson’s Bay was incorporated on
May 2, 1670, with a royal charter from
King Charles II. The charter granted
the company a monopoly over the
Indian Trade, especially the fur trade,
in the region watered by all rivers and
streams flowing into Hudson Bay in
northern Canada.
The area was called Rupert’s Land
after Prince Rupert, the first director of
the company and a first cousin of King
Charles. This region constitutes 1.5
million square miles (3.9 million km²)
in the drainage basin of Hudson Bay,
comprising over one-third the area of
modern-day Canada and stretching
into the north central United States.
The specific boundaries were unknown

at the time. The company founded its
first headquarters at Fort Nelson at the
mouth of the Nelson River in presentday northeastern Manitoba.
The location afforded convenient
access to the fort from the vast interior
waterway systems of the Saskatchewan
and Red rivers. The English quickly
built other posts around the southern
edge of Hudson Bay in Manitoba and
present-day Ontario and Quebec, such
as at Fort Severn, built in 1689. Called
“factories” (because the “factor,” i.e. a
person acting as a mercantile agent and
frequently specializing in one or a small
number of commodities, did business
from there), these posts operated in the
manner of the Dutch fur trading operations in New Netherland.

1670
Rupert’s Land, the drainage basin of Hudson Bay,
the Company’s grant.

(Left) The growth of the
Hudson’s Bay Territory
from 1670 to 1763
(Right) Hudson’s Bay
Company territory
1764 to 1820
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Hudson’s Bay Company
territory 1821 to 1870

Native Indians with Pierre Esprit Radisson and Medard
Chouart, Sieur Des Groseilliers, Charles Fort, 1671

1683 • Conflicts between the Hudson Bay Company and New
France—an undeclared war is begun.
1686 • Overland expedition of “Troupes de la Marine” under the
command of Chevalier Pierre de Troyes, a captain in the French
army arrived at Quebec in August 1685 with reinforcements for
the colony. On 20 March 1686, with a party of twenty Troupes
de la Marine (colonial regulars) and sixty Canadien militiamen
he led a mission to chase the English from James Bay. Among
his officers were three Le Moyne brothers, Pierre, Jacques
and Paul.
The mission, called the Battle for James Bay, caught the
British entirely by surprise and captured Moose Fort on 20 June
1687. On 3 July, de Troyes took Rupert House along with HMS
Craven, a ship laden with furs from Fort Albany which he used
to descend on Fort Albany, which fell 26 July. Leaving Pierre
Le Moyne d’Iberville in charge of the captured forts, de Troyes
returned to Quebec.
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Henry Kelsey
Henry Kelsey known also as “the Boy Kelsey”, was an
English fur trader, explorer, and sailor who played
an important role in establishing the Hudson’s Bay
Company in Canada. Kelsey was born in 1667. He is the
first recorded European to have visited the present-day
provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta, as well as the
first to have explored the Great Plains from the north.
In his travels to the plains he encountered several
Plains Indians, as well as vast herds of the buffalo,
their primary source of food.
At 17 years old, Kelsey was apprent
iced to the Hudson’s Bay Company
(HBC) and departed England for
Canada on May 6, 1684. He was posted
at a fort on Hudson’s Bay near present
day York Factory, Manitoba near the
mouth of the Nelson River on Hudson’s
Bay. Kelsey’s explorations began in the
winter of 1688-1689 when he traveled
from Fort York to Fort Severn, another
HBC post. In the summer of 1689, Kelsey
attempted to find and open trade with
the natives north of the Churchill River.
In 1690, HBC governor at York
Factory, George Geyer, sent Kelsey on
a journey up the Nelson River “to call,
encourage, and invite the remoter
Indians to a trade with us.” Beaver pelts
were the item most desired by the HBC.
Kelsey left York Factory on June 12, 1690
with a group of natives and proceeded
by canoe up the Nelson River (southwest). They reached a place he named
Deering’s Point, probably near present

1691
Kelsey sees the Buffalo, August 1691
Charles W. Jefferys

day The Pas, Manitoba, on July 10 after a
journey of 600 miles passing through
5 lakes and undertaking 33 portages.
In spring 1691, Kelsey received a
supply of trade goods from York Factory
and orders to obtain what beaver pelts
he could and to return the following
year with as many Indians as possible to introduce them to the trading
post. On July 15, 1691, he set out from
Deering Point “to discover and bring to
commerce to the Indian people of the
Great Plains”. At Deering point, Kelsey
was still in the austere boreal forest of
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York Factory

northern Canada. Arriving in the aspen
parkland, possibly near the Touchwood
Hills, he encountered the Assiniboine,
a buffalo-hunting people of the Great
Plains. The Assiniboine and other

peoples of the region were still on foot
at this time, the later horse culture of
the Plains Indians not having reached
Canada yet. On August 20, Kelsey
described a “great store of buffalo” and

1694 • English recapture York Factory.
During the 17th through late 19th
century, the depot at York Factory and
its predecessors were the central base
of operations for company’s control
of the fur trade throughout Rupert’s
Land, the vast territory comprising
the entire watershed of Hudson Bay
that now forms much of Canada. The
first company headquarters on the
bay, Fort Nelson, was established at
the mouth of the nearby Nelson River
in 1684. The establishment of the
fort provoked a quick response from
France, which sent a naval force to
Hudson Bay to capture and destroy
the fort in the later years.

The company built a second fort
on the Hayes river, naming it after the
Duke of York. In 1697, after the Battle
of Hudson’s Bay, the largest Arctic
naval battle in North American history, the French captured the fort and
renamed it Fort Bourbon. Fort Nelson
was returned to the British in 1713 as
part of the Treaty of Utrecht. After
1713, the headquarters was relocated
to the current site on the mouth of the
Hayes River.
Between 1788 and 1795 the company constructed an octagonal star
fort of stone and brick on the site. The
choice of material was poor, however,
as the stone and brick could not stand
up to heaving permafrost, and in 1831
the stone fort was razed.
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“silver-haired” bears, the first sightings
by white men of buffalo and grizzly
bears on the northern Great Plains.
Kelsey wintered with the Indians and
returned to York Factory in the summer
of 1692 accompanied by a large number
of Assiniboine and Cree eager for trade
with the HBC. In 1694 Kelsey was captured by D’Iberville, the commander of a
French expeditionary force. France and
England were then engaged, on opposite
sides, in the War of the Spanish Succession. Kelsey was freed in the summer of
1696, when the Royal Navy appeared in
the bay and Fort York was retaken.

Trading Ceremony at York Factory, 1780s by Adam
Sherriff Scott, 1948

“The battle in the Bay” 1697, painted for the Hudson’s
Bay Company in 1936 by Norman Wilkinson,
“Pelican” (right) and “Hampshire“ at close quarters.
“Pelican“delivering the coup de grace.

The
Battle
in the
Bay
D’Iberville defeats three ships in Hudson Bay, The Battle
of Hudson’s Bay, a naval battle fought during the War
of the Grand Alliance (known in the North American
colonies as “King William’s War”). The battle took place
on 5 September 1697, when a French warship commanded by Captain Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville defeated an
English squadron commanded by Captain John Fletcher.
As a result of this battle, the French took York Factory,
a trading post of the Hudson’s Bay Company.
D’Iberville’s flagship, the Pélican
(44-guns), was part of a larger French
squadron dispatched to contest English
control of Hudson Bay. Before the battle,
the Pélican became separated from the
rest of the French squadron in heavy fog,
but D’Iberville elected to forge ahead.
This set the stage for a little-known but
spectacular single-ship action against
heavy odds.
As the Pélican sailed south into
clearer weather, she approached the
trading post of York Factory, and a
group of soldiers went ashore to scout

1697

out the fort. Captain D’Iberville remained on board the Pélican. While
the shore party was scouting the fort,
D’Iberville saw the sails and masts of
approaching ships. Thinking the rest of
his squadron had arrived, he set off to
meet them. In short order, D’Iberville
realized that the ships were not French,
but were, instead, an English squadron
comprising the warship Hampshire
(56 guns) and two armed merchantmen,
the Dering (36 guns) and the Hudson’s
Bay (32 guns).
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Captain Pierre Le Moyne D’Iberville
D’Iberville, his shore party out of reach, elected to give battle.

Replica of the Pelican

1697 • Expedition to capture York
Factory results in a Naval Battle. Three
Royal Navy ships confront D’Iberville’s
44 gun “Pelican”. Out-gunned and
out-numbered three to one—D’Iberville
sinks the flagship 56 gun “Hampshire”
and 32 gun “The Hudson Bay” and
drove off the 36 gun “Dering”.
1697 • York Factory is renamed Fort
Bourbon and remains French until 1712.
1700 • The fur trade and the
expansion by New France inland
occurs on a steady basis westward
and south of the Great Lakes
1712 • The Hudson Bay Company
regains total control of its fur trade
posts and forts along the Hudson Bay.
Captain Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville
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The battle began as a running fight, but after two and a half hours, D’Iberville
closed with the English and a brutal broadside-to-broadside engagement took
place between the Pélican and the Hampshire. The English seemed to be gaining
the upper hand with blood running from the scuppers of the Pélican into the
water. Captain Fletcher demanded that D’Iberville surrender, but D’Iberville
refused. Fletcher is reported to have raised a glass of wine to toast D’Iberville’s
bravery when the next broadside from the Pélican detonated the Hampshire’s
powder magazine. The Hampshire exploded and sank.
The Hudson’s Bay and the Dering seem to have played only a limited
supporting role in the final stage of the engagement. The Hudson’s Bay was damaged and
struck its colors to Pélican after the Hampshire
blew up. Dering broke off the engagement
and fled, but the Pélican was too badly
damaged to pursue.
The Pélican was also fatally damaged
in the battle. Holed below the waterline, the
Pélican had to be abandoned, but the arrival of
the remainder of the French squadron shortly
thereafter led to the surrender of York Factory
on September 13, 1697, and the continuation of
D’Iberville’s remarkable career.
The crew leaving the sinking Pelican.

Pierre
La Verendrye ,

Lieutenant—La Marine

1720

A Canadian Soldier and explorer who travelled farther
west than any previous European explorer.

LaVerendrye—Lieutenant of the “Troupe de la Marine”

Born in Quebec, Canada,
La Verendrye later fought in the War
of Spanish Succession (1699-1713).
He went to Europe where he fought
at the battle of Malplaquet (1708) and
was badly wounded.
The young Pierre spent two years
in the colonial regular troops as a cadet,
doing garrison duty in Montreal. In
1731, when his father planned an expedition to expand the fur trade westward
and at the same time search for a water
route to the Western Sea, he accompanied his father and brothers Jean
Baptiste, François, and Louis-Joseph
as a member of the expedition.
In the next ten years nine forts
were built:

•

Fort St. Pierre on the Rainy River,
1731;

•

Fort St. Charles on Lake of the
Woods; 1732;

•

Fort Maurepas on the Winnipeg
River, 1733;

•

Fort Rouge on the Red River, 1738;

•

Fort La Reine at Portage La
Prairie, 1738;

•

Fort Dauphin on Lake Manitoba,
1741;

•

Fort Bourbon on Cedar Lake, 1741;

•

Fort a la Corne on the
Saskatchewan, 1741;

•

Fort Paskoyac on the
Saskatchewan, 1741.

La Verendrye reaches the Mandan
Villages near the Heart River—possibly
the village called Double Ditch.

Verendrye was astonished when he
arrived at the Mandan Villages at the
confluence of the Heart and Missouri
rivers to find that the Indians were trading in goods manufactured in Europe.
From August, 1738 until November,
1739, Pierre was entrusted with the
command of Fort St. Charles while
his father explored into the Mandan
country north of the Missouri River.
Starting out from Fort La Reine
on the Assiniboine River, he travelled
south in 1741 as far as two Spanish
forts, probably in present-day Nebraska,
before turning back. He returned from
this expedition with two horses and
some articles of Spanish make. These
are the first two horses of historical
record in what is now Manitoba. Later
the same year when his father returned
from the east in October Pierre was sent
to build Fort Dauphin near present day
Winnipegosis, Manitoba. His mission
completed, Pierre invited the Cree and
Assiniboine to bring their furs from then
on to the new fort, then he returned to
Fort La Reine where he spent the entire
year of 1742.

La Verendrye meeting Indians on the American
plains in the 1730s.

Samuel Hearne

1774

Samuel Hearne was an English explorer, fur-trader,
author, and naturalist. He was the first European to
make an overland excursion across northern Canada
to the Arctic Ocean, actually Coronation Gulf, via the
Coppermine River. In 1774, Hearne built Cumberland
House for the Hudson’s Bay Company, its first interior
trading post and the first permanent settlement in
present Saskatchewan.
Samuel Hearne was born in
February 1745 in London, England.
Hearne joined the British Royal Navy in
1756 at the age of 12 as midshipman under the fighting captain Samuel Hood.
He remained with Hood during the
Seven Years’ War, seeing considerable
action during the conflict, including the
bombardment of Le Havre. At the end
of the Seven Years’ War, having served
in the English Channel and then the
Mediterranean, he left the navy in 1763.
In February 1766, he joined the Hudson’s
Bay Company as a mate on the sloop
Churchill, which was then engaged in the
Eskimo trade out of Fort Prince of Wales
near Churchill, Manitoba. Two years
later he became mate on the brigantine
Charlotte and participated in the company’s short-lived black whale fishery.
The English on Hudson Bay had
long known that the Indians to the
northwest used native copper, as
indicated by such words as Yellowknife.
He left Churchill on 6 November
1769 along with two company
employees, two Cree hunters and a
band of Chipewyans and went north
across the Seal River, an east-west river
north of Churchill.

On his Second Journey, he left
Churchill on 23 February. Reaching the
Seal River, he found good hunting and
followed it west until he reached a large
lake, probably Sethnanei Lake. They
headed north and east past Baralzone
Lake. They crossed the Kazan River
above Yathkyed Lake where they found

good hunting and fishing and then went
west to Lake Dubawnt which is about
450 miles northwest of Churchill.
His third expedition set out in December 1770, to reach the Coppermine
River in summer, by which he could descend to the Arctic in canoes. On 14 July
1771, he reached the Coppermine River,

Map of expeditions of Samuel Hearne, Anthony Henday and Kelsey
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a small stream flowing over a rocky bed
in the “Barren Lands of the Little Sticks”.
A few days later Hearne was the
first European to reach the shore of the
Arctic Ocean by an overland route. By
tracing the Coppermine River to the
Arctic Ocean he had established there
was no northwest passage through
the continent at lower latitudes. This
expedition also proved successful in its
primary goal by discovering copper in
the Coppermine River basin.
In midwinter he became the first
European to see and cross Great Slave
Lake. Hearne returned to Fort Prince of
Wales on 30 June 1772 having walked
some 5,000 miles (8,000 km) and explored more than 250,000 square miles
(650,000 km2).
Map of major fur trade routes. The route to the south was
the one used first by the French, then by the North West
Company. It was not as fast or as easy as the routes that
went to Hudson Bay in the north. Those routes required
much less portaging.

1731 • The expansion into the western plains by the French
began under LaVerendrye. An expedition of soldiers,
missionaries and fur traders would take part. To financially
support the activities of the expedition, LaVerendrye had
to trade with the Indian tribes in the area. A series of Forts
would be built.
1732 • Fort St. Charles was built on Magnesson Island.
1734 • Fort Maurepas built near Netley Creek, south of
Lake Winnipeg.
1735 • Stone masons are brought in by the Hudson Bay
Company to begin construction of Fort Prince of Wales
on Hudson Bay near the Churchill River.

Trapper at Fort Prince of Wales
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Fort Prince
of Wales
The Prince of Wales Fort is a historic fort on
Hudson Bay across the Churchill River from
Churchill, Manitoba, Canada.

The European history of this area
starts with the discovery of Hudson Bay
in 1610. The area was recognized as important in the fur trade and of potential
importance for other discoveries. The
fort is built in a European “star” shape.

This fort began as a log fort built in
1717 by James Knight of the Hudson’s
Bay Company and was originally called
the “Churchill River Post”. In 1719, the
post was renamed Prince of Wales Fort,
but is more commonly known today as

1736 • A party of 21 of LaVerendrye’s
men, including his son, are ambushed
on Lake of the Woods by Sioux
Indians. This setback stalls the
advance by LaVerendrye into the
Red River Valley.

1739 • Fort La Reine, near Portage
la Prairie, is built and becomes the
headquarters for LaVerendrye’s
western expedition activities.

1738 • LaVerendrye arrives at the
forks of the Red and the Assiniboine
Rivers. He encounters a settlement of
Cree along the banks. He establishes
an alliance with the Cree and the
Assiniboines against the Sioux.
1738 • Fort Rouge is established near
the Forks.

1742 • Exploration for a western sea
begins. Fort Dauphin is built. One of
LaVerendrye’s sons is sent southwards
towards Montana and the Dakotas.
The other son is sent northwest to
explore the Saskatchewan River.
Both will return within 18 months.
One will report to have seen the
Rocky Mountains, leaving a lead
plaque near Pierre, South Dakota
claiming the land for France.
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Fort Prince of Wales. It was located on
the west bank of the Churchill river to
protect and control the Hudson’s Bay
Company’s interests in the fur trade.
Construction on the fort, a structure still standing today, was started
in 1731 near what was then called
Eskimo Point, but work was never truly
completed. It had forty-two cannons
mounted on the walls with a battery
across the river on Cape Merry meant
to hold six more cannons.
In 1782, with only 22 men manning
the fort, three French warships, led by
Jean-François de La Pérouse, took it
over without a single shot being fired.
The fort’s Governor at the time, Samuel
Hearne, having quickly recognized the
numerical and military imbalance, surrendered immediately. The fort returned
to the HBC in 1783 after the French
had partially destroyed it. Thereafter,
its importance began to wane with the
decline in the fur trade.

HENDAY
ANTHONY,
HBC explorer
Anthony Henday was one of the first white men to probe
the vast distances of the Canadian west. There had been
journeys to the interior before his time: Henry Kelsey
had travelled to the prairies in 1690–92; William Stuart
had crossed the Barrens to the country southeast of
Great Slave Lake in 1715–16; but generally the Hudson’s
Bay Company had not taken much interest in the allbut-unknown lands beyond Hudson Bay.

Henday Enters the Blackfoot Camp, 1754 by
Franklin Arbuckle, ca. 1949

1749 • LaVerendrye dies. In that
year he was promoted to Captain
and is rewarded with the Cross of
St. Louis for expanding the territory
of New France into the interior of
the Continent.
1751 • Fort La Reine is overwhelmed by
200 Assiniboines against a garrison of
five soldiers of the “Franche Companie
de la Marine”. The commander of the
small garrison threatens to blow up the
fort by torching the Fort’s magazine.
The Assiniboines beat a hasty retreat
from the Fort. No one is killed.

Henday volunteered to undertake
the expedition. A native of the Isle of
Wight, he had been a fisherman before
joining the HBC in 1750 as a net-maker
and labourer. According to Andrew
Graham, who knew him at York, he had
been outlawed as a smuggler in 1748,
a fact unknown to the HBC officials
who hired him. After coming to the bay,
Henday had gained some experience
in inland travel, having journeyed with
a party of Indians as far as Split Lake
in February and March 1754 to collect
information on distances from York.
On 26 June 1754 he set out with
some Plains Cree who were returning
to the interior. Following a route several
miles north of the one that was to be
used by the York-boat brigades of the
19th century, they left the Hayes River
at the mouth of the Fox and travelled
through Utik and Moose lakes to the
Paskoya (Saskatchewan) River.
He and his companions soon
abandoned their canoes and struck out
on foot over the immense prairies.
The party continued westwards,
crossing the South Saskatchewan River

north of present Saskatoon and passing
south of the future site of Battleford.
On 6 September they met a group
of Eagle Indians, an Assiniboine band
who had never traded with white men.
Henday’s diplomacy was apparently
effective, for thereafter groups of Eagles
went down to York annually. On 15
September Henday recorded, “the
Buffalo so numerous obliged to make
them sheer out of our way.” As he and
his companions proceeded they
encountered numerous groups of
Assiniboines hunting buffalo.
Henday and some of the Cree
moved along to the area west of present
Innisfail and Red Deer, where they spent
the early winter. In this region they were
within sight of the Rocky Mountains,
but there is no clearly identifiable mention of this imposing range in the surviving versions of Henday’s journal.
Henday had been farther into
the western interior than any other
European, and he had made valuable
discoveries about the Indian economy
and the nature of the company’s French
competition.
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1763 • New France, and the territories
in the West, are officially transferred to
British administration.
1764 • Various fur companies based
in Montreal are set up to exploit by
taking over the lucrative business of
former French fur trade
1774 • Hudson Bay Company
establishes a post at Cumberland on
the Saskatchewan River. This first fur
trade posts for the Company, away
from Hudson Bay, is developed to
counter the exploitation activities
conducted by traders from Montreal.

Hearne builds Cumberland House, 1774-75
Franklin Arbuckle

1752 • Fort la Reine is abandoned
and four days later the Assiniboines
burn it to the ground.
1759 • Fall of Quebec results in the
cessation of French military activities
in the West.

1778 • France and England were at
War. France had come to aid of the
Americans with their Revolution
1782 • Fort Prince of Wales is captured
and destroyed by Count Laperrouse
along with the Armagnac Regiment,
a field battery and three ships. The
raid proved fruitful-stores of furs were
taken. Several fur trading posts were
captured, looted and burnt.

Simon McTavish
In 1787 the North West Company merged with a rival
organization, Gregory, McLeod and Co., which brought
several more able partners in, including John Gregory
Alexander Mackenzie, and his cousin Roderick Mackenzie.
The wintering partners and the Montreal agents met each July at the Company’s
depot at Grand Portage on Lake Superior, later moved to Fort William. Also
under the auspices of the Company, Alexander Mackenzie conducted two
important expeditions of exploration. In 1789, he descended the Grand River
(now called the Mackenzie River) to the Arctic Ocean, and in 1793 he went
overland from Peace River to the Pacific Ocean. Further explorations were
performed by David Thompson, starting in 1797, and later by Simon Fraser.
These men pushed into the wilderness territories of the Rocky Mountains and
all the way to the Gulf of Georgia on the Pacific Coast.
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The North West Company
Coat of Arms

The Hudson Bay Company
Coat of Arms

1784 • The Northwest Company is
formed from a merger of various fur
trade companies working out of
Montreal. The competition between
the HBC and the NWC begins with a
series of forts built by both companies.
The Company was formed in 1779.
It was led by businessmen Benjamin
Frobisher, his brother Joseph, and
Simon McTavish, along with investorpartners who included Robert Grant,
Nicholas Montour, Patrick Small,
William Holmes and George McBeath.

1825

Building of
the First Fort
1790 • Hudson Bay Company sets
up a trading post at Swan River,
encroaching of the fringe of the
Northwest Company area.

Building of the First Fort

Cuthbert Grant
Cuthbert Grant Sr. establishes a trading post near the
Souris and Assiniboine River. Grant was the son of a
Scottish father and Métis mother. He was born in 1793
at Fort Tremblant, a North West Company trading
post located near the present-day town of Togo,
Saskatchewan, where his father was a manager.
In 1801 at the age
of eight, he was sent
to Scotland to be
educated. It is not
known exactly
when he returned
to the West, but in
1812, he entered the
service of the North
West Company at the
age of 19. He then travelled with the spring brigade
to Pays d’en haut, the “high country” of
the Northwest.
He was recognized as a leader of
the Métis people, and became involved
in the bitter struggle between the
Nor’westers and the Hudson’s Bay
Company stemming from the Pemmican Proclamation, which forbade
anyone from exporting pemmican from

the Red River Colony. The capture
and destruction of the North West
Company’s Fort Gibraltar in 1816,
caused further anger at the HBC from
the Nor’westers and the local Métis. This
led to the bloody encounter known as
the Seven Oaks Massacre, where Robert
Semple and 21 colonists from the Red
River Colony were slain.
Despite this, when the two rival
companies merged in 1821 under the
the Hudson’s Bay Company, the new
governor, Sir George Simpson, requested Grant to head a Métis settlement
of some 2,000 people situated some 16
miles west of the Red River settlement
on the Assiniboine River. The settlement
was to be known as Grantown for many
years, but in more recent times was
renamed St. Francois Xavier after the
patron saint of the town.

Grant’s Mill
Winnipeg

By 1825 wheat was becoming
an important food crop and
although there were several
windmills in operation in
the area, Cuthbert Grant was
the first to undertake the
construction of a watermill.
His mill was completed on
Sturgeon Creek in 1829.
While the exact location is not
known, it is probable that it was close
to where the Portage Trail crossed
the creek; and it is altogether likely
that the dam was used as a bridge for
crossing the creek during the season
of high water. Unfortunately the dam
proved unequal to the spring floods
and for three successive years it was
washed out.
In 1828, the Hudson’s Bay
Company placed him in charge of the
defence of the Red River Settlement.
He later became a sheriff and magistrate in the District of Assiniboia.

Thomas Douglas, 5th Earl of Selkirk

1799 • Pembina becomes the area
headquarters for the NWC to counter
the activity of the HBC.
1800 • Tensions rise as competition
between the two companies
intensifies.

1809 • Lord Selkirk gains control of
the Hudson Bay Company.
1811 • A large tract of land is set aside
for Selkirk settlement. The area of land
is in dispute because this has been
the traditional operation area of the
Northwest Company.

1802 • Lord Selkirk begins planning of
resettling displaced Scottish peasants
in North American.

Landing of the
Selkirk Settlers
The advance group of settlers arrive in Red River after
a 13 month journey. They wintered near York Factory.
Succeeding groups found it very difficult.
Thomas Douglas, 5th Earl of
Selkirk, was born at Saint Mary’s Isle,
Kirkcudbrightshire, Scotland. He was
noteworthy as a Scottish philanthropist
who sponsored immigrant settlements
in Canada at the Red River Colony.
Thomas used his money and
political connections to purchase
land and settle poor Scottish farmers
in Belfast, Prince Edward Island in
1803 and Upper Canada in 1804.
He traveled extensively in North
America, and his approach and work
gained him some fame; in 1807 he
was named Lord-Lieutenant of Kirkcudbright District in Scotland, and
was elected a fellow of the Royal Society
of London.

In order to continue his work
re-settling Scottish farmers, Selkirk
asked the British government for a
land grant in the Red River Valley, a
part of Rupert’s Land.
The first colonization attempt
started in 1812, consisting of 128 men
led by the new governor, Miles Macdonell. Arriving late in the season they
had just arrived and built homes when
the winter cut off any hope of planting,
and the colony became reliant on the
support of the Métis. Even with a full
growing season the next year, the colony
never thrived. Because of a shortage of
food in 1814, Macdonell issued the
Pemmican Proclamation, prohibiting
the export of food from the entire area.

1812
Landing of the Selkirk Settlers, Red River, 1812

20 • 1612–2012 • “Quadricentennial” of Manitoba’s 400 Year Military Heritage  

The Seven Oaks Massacre

The Métis, who made a living selling
Pemmican to the NWC traders,
responded by arresting Macdonell
and burning the settlement.
Robert Semple was appointed as
governor of the Red River Colony. By
1816, the violence intensified between
the Métis and the newcomers, which

War
with
United
States
begins

resulted in the Seven Oaks Massacre.
Selkirk and his men responded to the
Seven Oaks Massacre by seizing Fort
William, a nearby trading post that
belonged to the North West Company.
The Seven Oaks massacre
(known to the Métis as la Victoire
de la Grenouillière, or the Victory of

Frog Plain) took place on June 19, 1816
during the long dispute between the
Hudson’s Bay Company and the North
West Company, rival fur-trading companies in western Canada. The pemmican proclamation was a blow to both
the Métis and North West Company.

The Northwest Company’s officers and voyageurs
are expected to patrol the traditional river routes
from the interior of British North America to Montreal.
“The Corps of Northwest Voyageurs” is authorized.
The Canadian Corps of Voyageurs
is founded. With most British regulars
tied-down with the war in Europe, the
defense of the colony in the face of
American aggression fell to Canadian
militia and a host of irregular units. Of
all these irregular forces, perhaps the
most unusual and colourful was the
Corps of Canadian Voyageurs.
The Corps of Canadian Voyageurs
was raised by the Northwest Company,

from among its employees, for service
during the war. Formed in October of
1812, the Corps was designed to militarize the voyageurs who were essential to
keeping supplies moving from Montreal
to the western outposts. They were
responsible for maintaining trade
despite the interruption of war.
William McGillivery and Angus
Shaw, both officials in the NWC, served
respectively as Commandant and

1612–2012 • “Quadricentennial” of Manitoba’s 400 Year Military Heritage • 21

Vice-Commandant of the Corps. Originally, the British intended to dress the
voyageurs in the distinctive red coatee
of the army, but the men refused these
jackets as impractical for their work.
Instead, it was agreed that they
would wear clothes more typical of
their standard utilitarian dress. They
thus wore a capot (woollen overcoat
made from thick blankets), red toque,
loose-fitting leggings, and moccasins as

practical footwear. In humid weather,
these clothes were often stripped off
and the individual might only wear a
shirt and breeches.
The Corps of Canadian Voyageurs
played a valued role in the War of
1812. To a man, they were skilled
boat-handlers, accustomed to life in the
wilderness, and were naturally suited to
skirmishing that characterized the war
in the west.

Despite American superiority on
the Great Lakes, the Corps of Canadian
Voyageurs helped keep trade open
and, more importantly at that time,
managed to keep the isolated forts of
the northwest supplied.
The Corps of Canadian Voyageurs
was in existence for only six months,
but in that time had proven itself to be a
remarkably versatile and valuable asset.

1815 • Cuthbert Grant who is the
military leader appointed by the
Northwest Company begins an overt
campaign to intimidate the Selkirk
settlers into leaving the harsh
environment found at Red River.
Attempts are made to arrest Miles
MacDonnell and he is eventually
arrested and sent to Montreal.

1816 • The tension between the Metis
employees of the NWC and the newly
arrived Scottish settlers continues
through the winter. In March, Semple
and followers in need of supplies,
capture and destroy Ft Gibraltar.
Ft. Pembina was also taken of its
supplies to feed the settlers in
that area.

1816 • Cuthbert Grant (Captain of
the NWC Forces) advanced on
Ft. Douglas on the Red River. Semple
leads a dismounted armed force to
meet the NWC Forces. The Seven Oaks
massacre occurs resulting in disastrous
results for the forces of the HBC.

1815 • Robert Semple arrives with new
group of settlers in late November.
Semple is appointed Governor of
Assiniboia replacing MacDonnell.

1816 • The Northwest Company conducts operations taking HBC Forts on
the Qu’Appelle River, Brandon House
and Portage La Prairie, advancing
towards the Red River.

1817 • Upon hearing the news of the
defeat that his forces suffered in Red
River, Selkirk organizes a military force
consisting of the DeWatteville and Des
Meurons Regiments. Both are disbanded Swiss Regiments that had fought
on the British side in the War of 1812.

The Northwest Fur Company had a post near the colony, Fort Gibraltar, and
the partners of the company saw the establishment of the colony as an attempt by
the rival Hudson’s Bay Company to drive them out of business. Friction between
the fur company and the settlers gradually escalated until Selkirk felt that only the
presence of a military force in the colony would prevent bloodshed.
In 1815 he arrived in Montreal with the intention to petition the Governor
General for soldiers to protect the fledgling colony. Unwilling to become involved
in what many saw as a war between two rival companies, Selkirk was only given a
small bodyguard of a sergeant and six privates drawn from the 37th (North Hampshire) Regiment for his own personal protection on the journey to the Red River.
Selkirk realized that this would be insufficient for his purposes, but was fortunate
Forces of Lord Selkirk
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“Troupe de la Marine”

that two foreign regiments in British
service were near the completion of
their contracts and would be available for hire. He was able to procure 5
officers and 80 men from De Meuron’s
Swiss Regiment and a further 20 men
from De Watteville’s Swiss Regiment, as
well as a few men from the Glengarry
Light Infantry Fencibles.
He proceeded west with these men
in 1816, but en route received information about the massacre at Seven Oaks,
the death of 22 settlers, including the
colony’s governor, Robert Semple, at
the hands of Metis buffalo hunters
under Cuthbert Grant. He detoured to
Fort William, the inland headquarters
of the Northwest Company, eventually
arresting most of the senior partners
and taking control of the fort. A small
contingent of soldiers carried on in the
Fall of 1816 to eventually retake Fort
Douglas in January 1817.
Selkirk followed with the remainder
of his men in the Spring of that year. The
soldiers were given land grants close to
the Forks and called their settlement
St. Boniface. During the flood of 1826
the settlement was abandoned and the
soldiers and their families went south
to Fort Snelling, near modern St. Paul,
Minnesota.

De Meuron’s Swiss Regiment

1816 • Travelling the traditional river/
lake route to Fort William, the Headquarters of the NWC was taken
by military assault and the leaders
were arrested.

1817 • The Forces of Selkirk arrived
in Red River in January arresting the
principle officers of the NWC at Pembina. The soldiers of this force were
disbanded and given land to settle on
the Seine River near the Red River.

The regiment was formed in 1781
for service with the Dutch East India
company. During its time with the
Dutch, it was stationed in South Africa
and Sri Lanka as well as serving as marines aboard the French fleet of Admiral
Suffren. In 1795, it made a contract with
the British and served in India until
1806. During the Third Mysore War of
1799, it served under Arthur Wellesley at
the siege of Seringapatam.
On its return to Europe, it saw garrison duty in various posts in England
and the Mediterranean until 1813, when
it was shipped to North America for the
War of 1812. Here it saw more garrison
duty in Lower Canada with the only
action being at Plattsburg in September
1814 where it was assigned the rearguard for the withdrawal of the British.
In 1816, its contract expired and the
regiment was disbanded. The soldiers
were given either land grants in Canada
or transportation back to Europe.

De Watteville’s Swiss
Regiment
The regiment was formed in 1801 from
the remnants of four Swiss regiments
that had been raised by the British for
service in the Austrian army: Roverea’s,

Bachmann’s, Salis’s and de Courten’s.
It was employed primarily in the
Mediterranean and saw action at the
Battle of Maida in July 1806.
In October 1813 it was sent to North
America along with de Meuron’s Regiment. It was stationed in Upper Canada
and saw action in the Niagara peninsula
at the siege of Fort Erie in August 1814
where it was involved in the disastrous
assault on Snake Hill. In 1816 it was
also disbanded with the expiration of
its contract.

37th (North Hampshire)
Regiment
Originally formed as Meredith’s
Regiment in 1701, it had seen much
action in the wars of the eighteenth
century. Among its battle honours are
Blemheim, Ramillies, Oudenarde,
Malplaquet, Dettington and Minden.
It had seen service in North America
during the American Revolution and
was stationed in the West Indies during
much of the Napoleonic Wars.
It returned to Europe in 1810 and
eventually saw some action in the Spanish peninsula under Wellington during
the final battles. In 1814 it was sent to
North America, but arrived too late to
take part in any of the fighting in Upper
Canada and also missed service at
Waterloo. It remained on garrison duty
in Canada until 1826. In 1881 it was
amalgamated with the 67th (South
Hampshire) Regiment to form the
Hampshire Regiment and was awarded
the title of “Royal” in 1946.

1820 • The York Factory Express. From
the 1820s to the 1840s, the western
route provides an economical alternate
to the eastern river and Hudson’s Bay
route for commerce.
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The York
Factory
Express
(Hudson’s Bay Company Express)

1825

The York Factory Express, usually called “the Express”
and also called the Columbia Express and the
Communication, was a brigade operated by Hudson’s
Bay Company in the early 19th century connecting
York Factory and Fort Vancouver.
It was named “express” because
it was not used only to transport furs
and supplies but also to quickly move
departmental reports and letters. It was
the main overland connection between
the Columbia Department and the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s headquarters
at York Factory. Bulk cargo to and from
the Columbia Department was shipped
by sea. The express brigade was known
as the York Factory Express on its eastbound journey in the spring, and as the
Columbia Express or Autumn Express
on its westbound journey in the fall.
The same route was used in both cases.
Its length was about 4,200 kilometres
(2,600 mi). To expedite messages the
express messengers would often speed
ahead of the main bodies carrying supplies and furs.
The York Factory Express evolved
from an earlier express brigade used by
the North West Company between Fort
George (originally Fort Astoria founded
in 1811 by John Jacob Astor’s American
Fur Company), at the mouth of the
Columbia River, to Fort William on
Lake Superior.
In 1821 the North West Company
was forcibly merged (at the behest

of the British government) into the
Hudson’s Bay Company after armed
conflict in the Red River Settlement
between the two companies. George
Simpson, director of Hudson’s Bay
Company, visited the Columbia District
in 1824-25, journeying from York Factory. He investigated a quicker route
than previously used, following the
Saskatchewan River and crossing the
mountains at Athabasca Pass. This
route was thereafter followed by the
York Factory Express brigades.
By 1825 there were usually two brigades, each setting out from opposite
ends of the route, Fort Vancouver in
the Columbia District on the lower Columbia River and the other from York
Factory on Hudson Bay, in spring and
passing each other in the middle of the
continent. Each brigade consisted of
about forty to seventy five men and two
to five specially made boats and travelled at breakneck speed ( for the time).
Indians along the way were often paid
in trade goods to help them portage
around falls and unnavigable rapids.
An 1839 report cites the travel time as
three months and ten days—almost 26
miles (40 km) per day on average. These
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York boat replica at Fort Edmonton Park,
Edmonton, Alberta

men carried supplies in and furs out by
boat, horseback and as back packs for
the forts and trading posts along the
route. They also carried status reports
for supplies needed, furs traded etc.
from Dr. John McLoughlin head of
the Oregon Country HBC operations,
and the other fort managers along
the route. This continued until 1846,
when the lower Columbia district
was ceded to the United States by the
Oregon Treaty.
The supplies were brought into Fort
Vancouver and York Factory by ship
every year (they tried to maintain one
year’s extra supplies to avoid disastrous
ship wrecks etc.). The furs they had
traded were shipped back on the supply
ships with the furs from Fort Vancouver
often being shipped to China where they
were traded for Chinese goods before
returning to England. The furs from
York Factory being sold in London in
an annual fur sale.

York boat under construction
showing use of heavy
materials.

James Sinclair followed the southern portion of the route in 1841, when
he brought nearly 200 HBC settlers from
the Red River Settlement (located near
the junction of the Assiniboine River
and Red River near present Winnipeg,
Canada) into the Columbia District.
This attempt at British settlement failed
because Fort Vancouver’s Chief Factor
McLoughlin was slow to settle them; so
most of the families eventually joined
the American Oregon settlers for the
promise of free land in the Willamette
Valley south of the Columbia River.
An inland boat, the York boat, was
used to carry furs, trade goods along
inland waterways in Rupert’s Land
and the Columbia District. The express
brigades also used these boats, although
they did not carry bulk cargo. The boats
were named after their destination:
York Factory headquarters of the HBC,
and were modeled after Orkney Islands
fishing boats (themselves a descendant
of the Viking long boat). York Boats
were preferable to the canoes, used by
North West Company Voyageurs as a
cargo carriers, because of its larger size,
greater capacity, and improved stability
in rough water. The boat’s heavy wood
construction also gave it an advantage
in travelling through rocks or ice; it was

much more immune to tears and punctures. That advantage became a disadvantage, though, when portaging was
necessary. The boat was far too heavy
to carry, and it was necessary instead to
cut a path through the brush, lay poplar
rollers, and laboriously drag the boat
overland. The mountainous terrain of
the Pacific Northwest necessitated the
regular use of pack horses over significant portions of the fur brigade routes.
A style of boat slightly different
from the York boat was made specifically for use in the Columbia District
and constructed on the Columbia
River. In 1811 the American Pacific Fur
Company introduced the use of bateaux
on the Columbia River, heavy boats
made of split or sawn cedar. After the
NWC took over the PFC the practice
of using bateaux was quickly adopted,
birch bark canoes having proved too
dangerous on the rivers of the Pacific
Northwest. In the 1820 Joe McKay of the
HBC described the Columbia District
bateaux as “made from quarter-inch
pine board, and are thirty-two feet long,
and six and a half feet wide in midships,
with both ends sharp, and without a
keel—worked, according to the
circumstances of the navigation, with
paddles, or with oars.”

HBC York Boats at Norway House
Walter J. Phillips

YOrk BOats
York boats had flat bottoms and
a pointed bow, and were based
on a very old design—Viking long
ships. They could carry three times
as many furs as the largest canoe,
but had one big disadvantage: they
were heavy and could not be carried the same way canoes could.
For portaging, a road had to be cut
through the trees and logs used as
rollers for the boat to go over.
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Route of
the York
Factory
Express

1720
1821 • The merger of the Northwest
Company and Hudson Bay occurs
ending a 30 year competition war.
Fort Douglas is renamed Fort Garry.
1831 • Lower Fort Garry is built on
high ground just south of the
present city of Selkirk. It was built

From west to east, Fort Vancouver to York Factory, the
express route ran as follows. Up the Columbia River past
the posts of Fort Nez Perces, Fort Okanogan, and Fort Colvile
to Boat Encampment (today under Kinbasket Lake), then
over Athabasca Pass to Jasper House, down the Athabasca
River to Fort Assiniboine, then overland to Fort Edmonton.
Thence down the North Saskatchewan River and Saskatchewan
River to Lake Winnipeg and via Norway House on the Nelson
River. Finally the brigade would travel down the Hayes River
to York Factory on Hudson Bay.

in 1830 by the Hudson’s Bay
Company on the western bank of
the Red River, twenty miles north
of the original Fort Garry, which is
now in Winnipeg, Manitoba. It is
the oldest intact stone fort in North
America, and treaty number one
was signed there.
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lower
fort gaRry
A devastating flood destroyed Fort Garry in 1826,
prompting the company’s then governor, George
Simpson, to search for a safer location down river.
Governor Simpson chose the site
of Lower Fort Garry because of its
high ground and location below the
St. Andrew’s Rapids, eliminating the
time-consuming portage of the heavy
fur packs and York Boats. However, the
fort never became the administrative
centre as it was intended, since most of
the population of the area was centered
near The Forks and objected to the
extra travel required to do business at
the new fort. As a result, Upper Fort
Garry was rebuilt in stone at The Forks,
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

1830

The first buildings built at the fort
in 1830 were the “fur loft”, which housed
the company store, small warehouse
and trader’s office, and the “Big House”
(residence for the governor of the HBC
or other high ranking officials). Later
additions included a warehouse and a
men’s house. The fort’s signature walls
were completed in the 1840s, adding
an icehouse, powder magazine, bake
house, and warehouse bastions. Many
of the buildings were constructed
with limestone, which was easily
obtained from nearby. The site also

George Simpson

hosts excellent examples of Red River
Frame construction (Farm Manager’s
House) and Half-timbered construction
(colombage pierroté) (Men’s House and
Big House Annex).
Although the Lower Fort did trade
a small amount of furs, its main purpose was as a supply depot for the Red
River settlement and the surrounding
Cree, Anishinaabe, Métis, and European
(mostly Orkney Scot) populations. Many
furs at the fort were brought from other
districts, repackaged at the fort and sent
to England via York Factory. The post
traded essential manufactured goods
to the farmers and hunters for produce
that was in turn used for provisioning company treks into the north. The
fort became an industrial centre by the
1860s and included several buildings,
such as a flour mill, sawmill, forge, and
a brewery.
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HRH Queen Elizabeth II, inspecting a guard at the 6th Regiment of the Foot, reenacted by members of Fort Garry Horse

On August 3, 1871, the first treaty
in Western Canada was established
between the Crown and seven Chiefs of
the Ojibway (Saulteaux) and Swampy
Cree at Lower Fort Garry.
Indian Treaty No. 1 transferred the
land that now comprises part of modern
Manitoba. The treaty’s intent was to
ensure the peaceful settlement of the
prairies by European immigrants, while
providing the native Indians with land,
access to resources and other benefits
needed for their survival as a people.
But almost immediately after the
treaty was established, the two parties
disagreed on its meaning.
Every now and then there was a
crisis that called for military action,
and Lower Fort Garry was the obvious
choice for a base of operations. In the
1840s, British troops (6th Regiment of
the Foot) were sent to the fort when a
dispute erupted with the Americans
over the boundary between Oregon
and what is now British Columbia. By
the time the troops arrived (1846), the
threat of invasion was long over.

When the Red River Rebellion
broke out in 1870, Louis Riel occupied
Upper Fort Garry, and the Quebec Rifles
took the lower fort. No wars or fights
ever occurred at Lower Fort Garry as it
was a peaceful settlement.
Training of North-West Mounted
Police members took place at the fort
in the winter of 1873–1874. Many of
the North-West Mounted Police had
been there already during the rebellion in 1870, including Inspector James

Donald Smith and Louis Riel, Fort Garry, 1870
Artist Bruce Johnson
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F. MacLeod, who had met his fiancée,
Mary Drever at Lower Fort Garry on
the previous trip. The first contingent of
Mounties arrived in Lower Fort Garry
on October 22, 1873, and on November
3 they were sworn in and commenced
training. The bitter winter was spent
drilling and learning to ride. The parade
ground was frozen as hard as concrete,
and was pretty unforgiving when a recruit was unexpectedly pitched from his
horse. By the following June they were
caught up in preparations for the arrival
of Commissioner G.A. French and the
other divisions, and headed out to meet
them at Fort Dufferin. The fort was
turned over once again to the militia.
The fort has also been a penitentiary, a mental hospital (1885–1886), an
HBC residence, and a golf course/motor
country club (1911–1963).

1835 • A new Fort Garry is
constructed near the Forks of the
Red and the Assiniboine Rivers.

upper
fort garry

1822

Fort Garry, was also known as Upper Fort Garry,
was a Hudson’s Bay Company trading post at the
confluence of the Red and Assiniboine rivers in what
is now downtown Winnipeg.
It was established in 1822. Fort
Garry was named after Nicholas Garry,
deputy governor of the Hudson’s Bay
Company. It served as the centre of fur
trade within the Red River Settlement.
Unfortunately in 1826, a severe flood destroyed the fort. It was rebuilt in 1835 by
the HBC and named Upper Fort Garry
to differentiate it from “the Lower Fort,”
or Lower Fort Garry, 32 km downriver,
which was established in 1831. Throughout the mid to late 1800s, Upper Fort
Garry played a minor role in the actual
trading of furs, but was central to the

administration of the HBC and the
surrounding settlement. The Council
of Assiniboia, the administrative
and judicial body of the Red River
Settlement mainly run by Hudson’s
Bay Company officials, met at Upper
Fort Garry.
In 1869, the Hudson’s Bay
Company agreed to surrender its
monopoly in the North-West, including Upper Fort Garry. In late 1869 and
early 1870, the fort was seized by Louis
Riel and his Métis followers during the
Red River Rebellion.

Upper Fort Garry in the early 1870s

1835 • A volunteer force of 60 is
set up by the Assiniboia Council to
serve as police and soldiers within
the District.
1845 • The American army establishes a military post at Pembina.
The American expansion westward
causes alarm. Two British officers
undertake a clandestine tour of
the area to determine how the
Colony could be defended.

Upper Fort Garry
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1846 • The Sixth Regiment of Foot
with Artillery and an Engineer detachment is dispatched from England to
protect the British interests in the
interior of North America.
1847 • The Sixth Regiment is ordered
to return and leave Lower Fort Garry
for England.
1848 • To replace them, a Company of
Military Pensioners arrives as settlers.
1851 • The Battle of Grand Coteau near
the Missouri River southeast of Minot
in what is now North Dakota, occurred
on July 12, when the annual buffalo
hunt by the Métis from St. Norbert,
White Horse Plains and St. Boniface
encountered the Sioux. The advanced
party of hunters fought off hundreds
of Sioux for three days. It was the last
of the encounters between the buffalo
hunters of Red River and the Sioux of
the American plains.

1857 • The Royal Canadian Rifles arrive
to garrison the region and to counter
the trouble between the US Army and
the Sioux. The Royal Canadian Rifle
Regiment of the British Army was
raised in 1840 for service in Canada.
Its members were veterans of service
in other regiments of the British Army.
The concern which led to the creation
of the Regiment was the continuing
problem of desertion. Soldiers of the
British Army in garrison in Canada
were often tempted to flee to the
United States from which they would
not be deported.
In order to combat this problem,
the Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment
only recruited veterans of at least
15 years’ service in the British Army.
These men were thought to be
more reliable than their younger
counterparts. Starting in 1840,
the Regiment was spread out in
detachments from St. John’s in Newfoundland to Winnipeg in Manitoba.

1861 • The departure of the Royal
Canadian Rifles brought about a crisis.
The Hudson Bay Company had never
employed an army like its counterpart,
The East India Company, had done in
India. The British Government was
of the opinion the HBC should form
a militia and pay them to protect
their land.
1862 • The Minnesota Sioux war lasted
three years. Many Sioux fled into Manitoba seeking refuge which caused a lot
of alarm. The Dakota War of 1862 (also
known as the Sioux Uprising, Sioux
Outbreak of 1862, the Dakota Conflict,
the U.S.–Dakota War of 1862 or Little
Crow’s War) was an armed conflict
between the United States and several
bands of the eastern Sioux or Dakota
which began on August 17, 1862, along
the Minnesota River in southwest
Minnesota. It ended on December 26,
1862, in Mankato, Minnesota

the dakota war
of 1862
Throughout the late 1850s, treaty violations by the United
States and late or unfair annuity payments by Indian agents
caused increasing hunger and hardship among the Dakota.
Traders with the Dakota previously had demanded that the government
give the annuity payments directly to them introducing the possibility of unfair
dealing between the agents and the traders to the exclusion of the Dakota.
Over the next several months, continued battles between the Dakota
against settlers and later, the United States Army, ended with the surrender of
most of the Dakota bands. By late December 1862, soldiers had taken captive
more than a thousand Dakota, who were interned in jails in Minnesota. In April
1863 the rest of the Dakota were expelled from Minnesota to Nebraska and
South Dakota. The United States Congress abolished their reservations.
Red River Carts leaving Fort Garry, 1863
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1867 • Canada begins Confederation
and forms a Dominion in eastern
British North America
1869 • The Hudson Bay Company decides to sell its land to the
Canadian Government. The local
government of the Hudson Bay
Company becomes ineffective. The
local population becomes alarmed
when Canadian surveyors arrive at
Red River to begin surveying the
land, contrary to the river lot system
which had been worked when the
area was known as New France. The
local population forms a provisional
government and prevents the
incoming Lt. Governor from
entering Canada. The transfer of
land does not take place.
1869 • Fort Garry is occupied by a
Provisional Government.
1870 • The provisional government
works out a plan to enter Canada
as a Province and not as a territory.
Internal troubles between Canadians
and Métis create a crisis. This results
in taking prisoners and the murder
of Thomas Scott.
1870 • Colonel Garnet Wolseley
leads three battalions (one British
and two battalions of Canadians)
known as Red River Expedition.

Field Marshal
Lord Wolseley
Under the leadership of Colonel Garnet Wolseley,
the expedition set out from Toronto, Ontario in
an attempt to interdict Riel.
The U.S. Government had refused
permission for the troops to cross U.S.
soil, and many thought it impossible
to move a military force into western
Canada via an all-Canadian route, the
Dawson Trail having been mapped out
only three years earlier and the railway
still many years away.
The expedition travelled to Georgian Bay, then by steamer across Lake
Huron to the U.S. Sault Canal where
men and materiel had to be transported
on the Canadian side of the river, across
Lake Superior to the Department of
Public Works station at (what is now)
Thunder Bay which Wolseley named
Prince Arthur’s Landing May 25, 1870
in honour of Queen Victoria’s third son.
From there the troops carried small
boats to Lake Shebandowan. Travelling
further westwards, they passed through
Fort Frances to Lake of the Woods. They
proceeded down the Winnipeg River
and across the south basin of Lake Winnipeg to the Red River finally arriving at
Fort Garry in late August.
Wolseley formed up his troops
and immediately began his advance on
Upper Fort Garry. Riel and his followers
fled the fort with the result it was taken
in a “bloodless” action.

Field Marshal Lord Wolseley

The expedition is considered by
military historians to have been among
the most arduous in history. Over 1,000
men had to transport all their provisions and weaponry including cannon
over hundreds of miles of wilderness. At
numerous portages, corduroy roads had
to be constructed. All this was endured
for over two months, along with the
summer heat and the inevitable plagues
of black flies and mosquitoes.
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Fenian Infantryman

1870 • The transfer of the
territory takes place and it enters
Canadian Confederation as the
province known as Manitoba.
1870 • The Dominion Government
establishes a small force of regular
troops consisting of two service
companies of rifles under the
command of Major A.G. Irvine. These
“Service Companies” were created
from the volunteers of the 1st
Ontario and 2nd Quebec Battalions.

1871 • On October 2, 1871, Lt. Governor
Archibald authorizes Major Irvine to
recruit and organize local companies
of Militia within the Province.
1871 • Two Service Battalions are
organized with one Battalion ordered
to move out of Fort Garry and advance
on Fort Dufferin.

Fenian raids took place in late
September, causing the United States
Consul in Winnipeg to inform the
Lieutenant Governor.
Fenians crossed over and capture
Fort Dufferin (Emerson) Fenian John
O’Neill, after the failed 1870 Fenian
invasion of Canada, had resigned the
Senate Wing then joined the Savage
Wing. In return he was given a seat on
the Savage Wing governing council.
In 1871 O’Neill and an odd character
named W. B. O’Donoghue asked the
Savage Wing Council to undertake
another invasion of Canada across
the North Dakota border.
The Council, weary of Canadian
adventures in general and O’Neill in
particular, would have none of it.
O’Neill’s idea was turned down, but the
Council promised to loan him arms
and agreed they would not publicly
denounce him and his raid. O’Neill
resigned from the Fenians in order to
lead the invasion, which was planned in
Saint Paul, Minnesota to invade Manitoba near Winnipeg, Canada. Around

35 men, led by John O’Neill, William B.
O’Donoghue, and John J Donnelly had
hopes of meeting up with Louis Riel’s
French-Indian Métis.
The O’Neill led force managed to
capture a Hudson’s Bay Company post
just north of the international border
on 5 October. O’Neill, J J Donnelly and
ten more men were taken prisoner by
U.S. soldiers under Capt. Lloyd Wheaton near Pembina, North Dakota. The
raid was doomed from the start: it took
place inside US Territory, and the Métis
under Riel signed a pact with the British
just as the invasion was beginning. Riel
and his Métis subsequently captured
O’Donoghue and turned him over to the
US Government. In a rather muddled
Federal response, O’Neill was arrested
twice, once in Dakota and once in Minnesota, but released and never charged.
The 10 men captured with O’Neil were
released by the court as “dupes” of
O’Neill and Donnelly.

1871 • Manitoba is gazetted as Military
District #10 on October 16, 1871, with
Lt Colonel Osborne Smith as its first
commanding officer. The command
included; Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
the Territory of Keewatin, Districts of
Thunder Bay and Rainey River Ontario.
A 140 years later the same boundary area is under the command of 38
Canadian Brigade Group located in
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

1871 • A month later on November
18th, the second Red River Expedition
arrives at Fort Garry.
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1872 • This relief force of two
hundred, and the two Service Infantry
Companies were soon organized into
the Dominion Provisional Battalion
of Infantry.

1873
1872 • Only one troop of cavalry, the
demi-battery and four companies
had been organized within MD #10.
1872 • The Boundary Commission
begins with Surveyors of the Royal
Engineers and a local group of
Métis called the 49th Rangers.
Métis Scouts, the 49th Rangers, with the North
American Boundary Commission, 1872-75

North West
Mounted Police
North West Mounted Police is authorized. The Royal
Canadian Mounted Police has its beginnings in the
North-West Mounted Police (NWMP).
The police were established by an
act of legislation from the Temporary
North-West Council the first territorial
government of the Northwest Territories.
The Act was approved by the Government of Canada and established on May
23, 1873, by Queen Victoria, on the advice
of her Canadian Prime Minister, John A.
Macdonald, with the intent of bringing
law and order to, and asserting sovereignty over, the Northwest Territories.
The need was particularly urgent
given reports of American whiskey traders, in particular those of Fort WhoopUp, causing trouble in the region, culminating in the Cypress Hills Massacre.
The new force was initially to be
called the North West Mounted Rifles,
but this proposal was rejected as sounding too militaristic in nature, which Macdonald feared would antagonize both
native Indians and Americans; however,

the force was organized along the lines
of a cavalry regiment in the British Army,
and was to wear red uniforms.
The NWMP was modeled directly
on the Royal Irish Constabulary, a civilian paramilitary armed police force
with both mounted and foot elements
under the authority of what was then the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. First NWMP commissioner, Colonel
George Arthur French visited Ireland to
learn its methods. The initial force, commanded by Commissioner French, was
assembled at Fort Dufferin, Manitoba.
On July 8, 1874, the small force of
North West Mounted Police moved out
of Dufferin, Manitoba, and headed west
toward the junction of the Bow and
Belly Rivers over 800 miles away, in what
is today southern Alberta Their objective was to locate Fort Whoop-up, notorious stronghold of the whisky traders,
and destroy the whisky trade. For two
months the cavalcade of ox-carts, wagons, cattle, field pieces and agricultural
equipment crawled steadily westward.
1874 • Recruiting for the Northwest
Mounted begins and volunteers
are found from the Dominion
Provisional Battalion of Infantry.
Recruits are sent from Eastern
Canada. Lower Fort Garry and
Fort Dufferin are the Headquarters
for the new force.
1874 • The March west begins—
the route march follows the US/
Canada boundary.
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General
George Custer
The Battle at Little Bighorn
south of the border saw the
arrival of Sioux refugees in
parts of Manitoba as well as
throughout western Canada.

At La Roche Percée, the contingent
split. The greater part of “A” Troop proceeded northwestward via Fort Ellice, to
establish itself at the Hudson’s Bay Company post, Fort Edmonton. The remainder of the force, ragged and weary, its
horses starved and parched, toiled on
in pitiable condition to the Sweet Grass
Hills, near the International Boundary.
Leaving the hills, the Commissioner
and the Assistant Commissioner led a
small party south to Fort Benton,
Montana, to replenish exhausted stocks
of food and purchase fresh horses.
On his return from Fort Benton, the
Commissioner set out with two troops
for Swan River, the newly appointed
headquarters of the Force. Assistant
Commissioner James F. Macleod, commanding “B”, “C” and “F” Troops and the
remainder of “A”, continued westward to
the foothills. Macleod, with the assistance of Métis scout Jerry Potts, located
Fort Whoop-up, but the whisky traders

had fled. The column finally halted on
the banks of the Old Man River, where in
October, 1874, they began building the
first police outpost in the far west. It was
named Fort Macleod.
In the months that followed, the
whisky trade was smashed and lawlessness sharply declined. By 1875, the police had erected additional posts at Fort
Saskatchewan, Fort Calgary and Fort
Walsh. Law and order was firmly established on Canada’s western frontier.
1874 • Eight Officers and 120 Men
of the Provisional Battalion march
westward over 300 miles to the
Qu’Appelle Valley to provide an
escort in a Treaty signing with the
Indian tribes of the Area.
1875 • There remained only one
single company of infantry and artillery battery of the original militia
volunteer companies authorized.

Map of the
NWMP March
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The Battle of the Little Bighorn, also
known as Custer’s Last Stand and, by
the native Indians involved, the Battle
of the Greasy Grass, was an armed
engagement between combined forces
of Lakota, Northern Cheyenne and
Arapaho people against the 7th Cavalry
Regiment of the United States Army. It
occurred on June 25 and June 26, 1876,
near the Little Bighorn River in eastern
Montana Territory, near what is now
Crow Agency, Montana.
The battle was the most famous
action of the Great Sioux War of
1876–77 (also known as the Black Hills
War). It was an overwhelming victory
for the Lakota, Northern Cheyenne,
and Araphao, led by several major
war leaders, including Crazy Horse
and Gall, inspired by the visions of
Sitting Bull. The U.S. Seventh Cavalry,
including the Custer Battalion, a force
of 700 men led by George Armstrong
Custer, suffered a severe defeat. Five of
the Seventh’s companies were annihilated; Custer was killed and a total U.S.
deaths were 268, including scouts, and
55 were wounded.

1877 • The disbandment of the regular
Provisional Battalion that garrisoned
Manitoba was implemented. The
Custer massacre and this disbanding
caused a renewed growth
1876-1880 • This wave of insecurity
combined with the growth in population by six-fold since 1870, makes it
necessary to create more institutions

of the Canadian Militia. Between
1876 and 1880 eight new corps
were organized:
1883 • Using the existing Winnipeg
Infantry Company as the nucleus saw
the creation of the 90th Winnipeg
Battalion of Rifles.

1883 • A permanent school of Mounted
Infantry is organized in Winnipeg.
Fort Osborn is built near Broadway
and Osborne.
1884 • Lt. Colonel William Nassau
Kennedy volunteers to lead a Manitoba
Contingent of Voyageurs to assist in
the Relief of Khartoum.

The Nile Expedition
The Nile Expedition, sometimes called the Gordon
Relief Expedition, was a British mission to relieve MajorGeneral Charles George Gordon at Khartoum, Sudan.
Gordon had been sent to the Sudan
to help Egyptians evacuate from Sudan
after Britain decided to abandon the
country in the face of a rebellion led by
self-proclaimed Mahdi, Mahommed
Ahmed. A contingent of Canadians was
recruited to help the British navigate
their small boats up the Nile River. The
Nile Expedition was the first overseas
expedition by Canadian troops.
Gordon differed with the British
government’s decision to abandon the
Sudan. He thought that the Islamic
revolt had to be crushed for fear that
it might eventually overwhelm Egypt.
He based this on the Mahdi’s claim of
dominion over all Islamic lands. Defying orders from the British government
to withdraw, General Gordon, leading a
garrison of 6000 men, began the defence
of Khartoum. On March 18, 1884, the
Mahdist army laid siege to the city. The
rebels stopped river traffic and cut the
telegraph line to Cairo. Khartoum was cut
off from resupply, which led to food shortages, but could still communicate with
the outside world by using messengers.

Under pressure from the public, in
August of 1884, the British government
decided to reverse its policy and send a
relief force to Khartoum.
The Expedition was put under the
command of General Garnet Wolseley,
who had seen service in the Crimean
War, Canada, the Gold Coast and
southern Africa. The Expedition was
composed of two officers and 43
soldiers from each British Light
Cavalry Regiment.
Wolseley decided that the best
way of reaching Khartoum would be
to ascend the Nile River. Based on his
favourable experience with them
during his expedition along the Red
River to Fort Garry (now Winnipeg) in
1869-1870 to suppress the Red River
Rebellion, Wolseley asked the Governor General of Canada, Marquess
Landsdowne, if it would be possible to
recruit a contingent of Canadian voyageurs to help him navigate the Nile.
Lieutenant-Colonel Fred C.
Denison, commanded the contingent
and on September 15, 1884, only 24

Gordon of Khartoum

days after the request was received, 386
voyageurs set sail for Egypt.
The Canadians were known at the
time as the Nile Voyageurs. As the traditional role of the voyageur was waning,
most were formerly employed helping
transport log booms down rivers such
as the Ottawa, Gatineau and Saguenay.
Eighty-six of the voyageurs were native
Indians, mostly Mohawk and Ojibwa
On October 7, 1884, the Canadians
reached Alexandria and headed south
by a combination of river steamer
and train. On October 26, 1884, the
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11th Hussars from the Gordon Relief Expedition

Canadians met Wolseley and his force
of 5400 soldiers at Wadi Halfa. By
November they were at the first of
six cataracts and began their work of
ascending the rapids.
In mid-November, the expedition
received word from General Gordon
that he could only survive the siege
for another forty days. The expedition
was attacked by rebels at Abu Klea
and Abu Cru, but was able to repel
the rebels both times. Progress up the
river was slow and often the boats had
to be pulled through rapids by rope
from shore.
Realizing that time was running
out for General Gordon in Khartoum,
Wolseley split his force into two
columns. He sent 2400 men by camel

on a 280 km shortcut across the desert
to avoid the Great Bend of the Nile and
reach the city sooner. The remaining
3000 soldiers continued up the river.
General Gordon’s last entry in his
journal, dated 14 December 1884, read,
“Now mark this, if the Expeditionary
Force, and I ask for no more than
200 men, does not come in ten days,
the town may fall; and I have done my
best for the honour of our country.
Good bye.”
On January 26, 1885, Khartoum fell
to the Mahdist army of 50,000 men. The
entire garrison was slaughtered, including General Gordon. Two days later the
relief expedition entered the city to find
that they were too late.
The British force retreated to Egypt.
With the fall of Khartoum, Muhammad
Ahmad controlled the whole of Sudan,
allowing him to establish an Islamic
state governed by Sharia law. He died
less than six months later. His state survived him, but Sudan was re-conquered
by the British in a campaign from 1895
to 1898, led by Lord Kitchener.
On April 17, 1885, the Canadian
contingent set sail from Alexandria for
home. Sixteen Canadians had died on
the expedition.

Historical note: General Garnet
Wolseley, In 1881 and 1882, as army
chief of staff, he had fiercely opposed
the old plan to build a tunnel under the
English Channel that was being strongly
revived by French and British businessmen. In 1994, the “Chunnel” was
completed. A former captain in the Fort
Garry Horse, Frank Davidson chaired
the technical committee for the Channel Tunnel study.

The
Northwest
Rebellion
1885
The Winnipeg Field Battery,
the 90th Battalion, The Winnipeg
Troop of Cavalry plus two additional provisional battalions
are raised in Winnipeg and
the Province are sent west.
Bolton’s Mounted Corps is raised in
the Shell River District. 1885 was a
brief and unsuccessful uprising by
the Métis people of the District of
Saskatchewan under Louis Riel against
the Dominion of Canada, which they
believed had failed to address their
concerns for the survival of their
people. Despite some early victories
at Duck Lake, Fish Creek and Cut
Knife, the rebellion resulted in the

The capture of Batoche
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(Left) The Rebel
Leader is captured.

(Right) Senator Boulton,
OC Boulton’s Scouts
NW Rebellion

destruction of numerous Métis and
allied Indian forces, and the hanging
of Louis Riel. Tensions between French
Canada and English Canada increased

for some time. Due to the role that the
Canadian Pacific Railway played in
transporting troops, political support
increased and the legislature autho-

rized funds to complete the nation’s
first transcontinental railway.
The Rebel Leader is captured and
brought into General Middleton’s camp
on May 15, 1885, by Pte W. Armstrong
and Pte W. A. Hourie, two troopers of
Boulton’s Mounted Infantry (an irregular unit of prairie horsemen very similar
to the Rocky Mountain Rangers in
dress, arms and equipment,) who were
attached to Middleton’s Column.

The attack at Fish Creek

Grenadiers. The
Virden Company of
the Manitoba Light
Infantry remained
active and became
“A” Troop Manitoba
Dragoons. The Portage Company from
the Manitoba Grenadiers became “B”
Troop of the Manitoba Dragoons.

1886 • The two provisional battalions
were incorporated into the Militia—the
91st Winnipeg Light Infantry and a
rural battalion known as the 95th Bn
Manitoba Grenadiers.
1888 • The Winnipeg Light Infantry is
disbanded and designated a rural unit.
1889 • The Manitoba Light Infantry is
authorized.
1891 • The St. Jean Baptiste and
St. Boniface Companies were dropped
from the militia list after years of
inactivity.
1892 • The Manitoba Grenadiers and
the Manitoba Light Infantry were
disbanded—The Brandon infantry
Company remained active from the

1892 • The Royal School of Mounted
Infantry becomes “B” Squadron Royal
Canadian Dragoons.

1900 • The Second
Contingent sees volunteers
from the militia units in the
District are part of the Royal
Canadian Dragoons, Lord
Strathcona Horse.
1901 • The third contingent volunteers
are from the Winnipeg Field Battery,
Manitoba Dragoons. 4th and 5th
Contingents are also organized and
dispatched.
1902 • The Boer War ends.

1897 • The military
units of Military
District #10 send a
contingent to the
Jubilee of Queen
Victoria in London.
1898 • The Winnipeg Troop of
Dragoons was disbanded.
1899 • The Boer War results in
volunteers from the
Manitoba Dragoons
and the 90th
Winnipeg Rifles form
“A” Company Royal
Canadian Regiment.

1903 • The XII Manitoba Dragoons is
organized as a Regiment. The Royal
Canadian Mounted Rifles is organized
as a permanent force—it would later
become the Lord Strathcona Horse
(Royal Canadians)
1904 • Sturgeon Creek Camp becomes
the MD#10 Training Camp. St. Charles
Rifle Range is established.
1905 • 11th Company Canadian
Army Service Corps is authorized
in Winnipeg.
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1907 • 18th Regiment Mounted Rifles
was authorized with Portage la Prairie
as HQ.
1908 • 20th Regiment Border Horse
was authorized with Pipestone as HQ.
99th Regiment Manitoba Rangers
(Brandon) and the 100th Regiment
Winnipeg Grenadiers were organized.
1910 • Sewell Camp located on
the CPR near Carberry is built to
accommodate the growing Militia
in Manitoba.
1910 • The 79th Regiment Cameron
Highlanders is organized.

Fort Osborne Barracks Drill Hall

1914 • The 38th Winnipeg Battery is
organized and coupled with the 13th
Winnipeg Field Battery (formed in
1871) are grouped to form the 14th
Brigade Field Artillery. Minto Armoury
and MacGregor Armoury are built.

1915 • The Government orders the raising and organizing more Battalions—
Manitoba eventually raises 37 Infantry
Battalions for overseas service. Numerous service troops and dozens of regimental Drafts are also sent overseas.

1914 • Sewell Camp has over 4000
soldiers train in June and July.

1915 • Sewell Camp is expanded with
over 11000 troops training at the site.

1914 • The Great War begins on August
4th. The regiments in the District are
not mobilized but are ordered to send
volunteers to the newly created
Canadian Expeditionary Force. The
volunteers gather at Camp St. Charles
or at their local armoury.

1915 • Overseas—The 1st Canadian
Division which included the 5th, 8th,
10th and 16th Infantry Battalions fight
at the Second Battle of Ypres—Thousands are killed and wounded. Several
other battles were fought that year.
The 2nd Division arrives overseas
along with the 1st Mounted Brigade
in the fall of 1915.

1914 • Volunteers of the 1st
Contingent go to Camp ValCartier in
early September. They will contribute
or form to the 5th, 6th, 8th, 10th, 11th
and the 16th Infantry Battalions.

Last Dog Train leaving Lower Fort Garry, 1909
Charles F. Comfort

1912 • The 32nd Manitoba Horse
(Roblin) and the 34th Fort Garry Horse
(Winnipeg) are organized. 106th Regiment Winnipeg Light Infantry is organized. The 36th St. Boniface Battery is
authorized. 18th Company, Canadian
Army Service Corps is authorized.

1916 • The Battalions that wintered in
Manitoba are sent to Camp Hughes
formerly known as Sewell Camp. Over
30000 soldiers train at this Camp.

1914 • Second and Third Contingents
are authorized as the following units:
27th, 32nd, 43rd, 44th, 45th, 1st Canadian Mtd Rifles and the 10th CMRS, 5th
Field Brigade Canadian Field Artillery.
1915 • The Tuxedo Agricultural College
is used to winter the 2nd and 3rd Contingents. It would remain as the second
Fort Osborne Barracks until 1969.
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Lines of the 107th Battalion, 1916. One of many similar
sites at Camp Hughes

1916 • Overseas—the battles of St. Eloi,
Sanctuary Wood, Mt. Sorrel and the
Somme Campaign are fought.
1917 • Overseas—the battles of Vimy,
Hill 70, Lens and Passchendaele are
fought. Casualties continue to be
high. Recruitment for the Canadian
Corps dries up—Conscription is
enacted. Camp Hughes does not
open—Camp St. Charles is open to
accommodate the few recruits
gathered in the District.
1918 • Manitoba Units or Manitobans
win 18 Victoria Crosses in the Great
War. Two of the VC recipients were
airmen. Lt. Colonel Wm Barker VC of
Dauphin becomes the most decorated
Canadian soldier in the Great War.
1919 • Each group Returning soldiers
are given a heroes welcome. Prince of
Wales visits Winnipeg meeting with
veterans and invalids.

1920 • The Canadian Militia is reorganized. Manitoba Regiments are
restructured. “C” Battery of The
RCHA is garrisoned at Tuxedo
Barracks. The Lord Strathcona Horse
regiment is split between Calgary
and Winnipeg. The Princess Patricia
Canadian Light Infantry is also garrisoned at Tuxedo Barracks.
1921 • The Canadian Air Force is
organized. Winnipeg is the provincial HQ with detachments at Victoria
Beach, Norway House, Nelson River
and The Pas.
1923 • The Winnipeg Company Royal
Canadian Volunteer Reserve is established. The CAF activities are centred
on aerial photography.
1924 • The Royal Canadian Air Force is
organized. The aerial photography of
Manitoba continues.

William George Barker: Canada’s most decorated war hero

1927 • The RCAF undertakes an aerial
survey of Churchill and Hudson Bay
and Strait. The goal of the government
was to build a port at Churchill.
1928 • The RCAF focus in Manitoba is
to be forest fire spotters.
1928 • Training has been ongoing
at Camp Hughes since the war.
Camp Hughes has proved inadequate
for facilities.
1929 • The Great Depression began—
it would last for 10 years.
1932 • #12 Army Cooperation Squadron RCAF was created in Winnipeg.
1932 • Major cuts are experienced
in the Militia, Air Force Reserve and
Naval Reserve.
1933 • The unemployed relief program
organized under the Army is used to
dismantle Camp Hughes. Plant
reforested areas and build airfields.
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visited, the local military participated
in honour guards.

1935 • The Militia is reorganized to
make a more balance paper army.
Infantry and Cavalry Regiments are
disbanded/merged or converted to
make more artillery units in the
Province. Camp Shilo becomes the
major training camp for the District.
1939 • In the spring the Royal Visit
took place. A large parade was held
and at every place the Royal couple

1939 • War is declared—HMCS
Chippawa, 112 Squadron RCAF, PPCLI,
Winnipeg Grenadiers, Queen’s own
Cameron Highlanders are mobilized.
An orderly mobilization is planned.
The PPCLI and some minor units go
overseas in December 1939.
1939 • The British Commonwealth
Air Training Plan is signed. Canada
assumes the role of training aircrew for
the British Commonwealth—Plans are
drawn for flying schools in Manitoba.

THE DIEPPE RAID

1941

Numerous training exercises and inspections highlighted 1941. By July the Queen’s own Cameron Highlanders
of Canada were in the Newhaven area of the channel
coast near Sussex, in a coastal defense role.
On 19 August 1942 the Camerons
took part in a large-scale raid on the
French port city of Dieppe. The Camerons landed at Pourville Beach. Their
objectives were the Dieppe-Saint Aubins
airfield; battery 265 at RouxmosnelCalment and a suspected German
divisional headquarters at Arques-laBattaile. Although the Camerons made
the deepest penetration of the day,
the main landing at Dieppe had been
unsuccessful, and as German resistance
stiffened the Battalion was unable to
carry its objectives. Of 503 Camerons on

the raid, 346 were casualties: 60 Killed
in action; 8 died of wounds after
evacuation; 167 prisoners of war (8
of whom died of wounds). Of the 268
returning to England, 103 were wounded. The concept and value of the raid
is a matter of controversy. However,
the lessons learned would be useful in
planning the Normandy invasion- still
two years away.
For the next two years the objective was to rebuild and maintain a
battle-fit fighting unit for the ultimate
invasion of Europe.
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Queens of Cameron Highlanders of Canada crest

1940 • The National Resources
Mobilization Act comes into effect
registering every Canadian after the
fall of France.
1940 • 112 RCAF Squadron go overseas, they will change their name to
402 Squadron. The Royal Winnipeg
Rifles, Fort Garry Horse are mobilized.
1940 • Camp Shilo is greatly expanded.
Basic and Advanced Training Camps
are set up in Portage la Prairie, Fort
Garry Campus Uof M, Fort Osborne
Barracks. Recruiting begins in earnest.
1940 • The Winnipeg Grenadiers go
overseas to the Carribean to garrison
Jamaica, relieving British troops.

1940 • The Queen’s own Cameron
Highlanders become part of the 2nd
Infantry Division.
1941 • The Royal Winnipeg Rifles become part of the 3rd Infantry Division.
1941 • The 18th Armoured Car Regiment is mobilized from three Cavalry
regiments from the militia.
1941 • The Winnipeg Grenadiers return
home and are ordered to Hong Kong.

1941

1941 • The 18th Armoured Car Regiment cut short their training at Camp
Borden and are rushed to the west
coast on Vancouver Island. The
Winnipeg Light Infantry are sent
to west coast.

Japan attacks Hong Kong, The Grenadiers
are first Canadian troops to go into action.
The Winnipeg Grenadiers are destroyed.

1940 • The British Commonwealth
Air Training goes into full war effort.
Brandon becomes an important
Manning Depot for RCAF.
1940 • The RCAF sets up flying
schools in Carberry, Brandon,
Neepawa, Virden, Portage la Prairie.,
Winnipeg and other places.
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Sir William Stephenson
A Winnipegger who joined the Royal Flying Corps in World
War One and subsequently received the Military Cross and
the Distinguished Flying Cross.
In World War Two, Winston Churchill selected him to oversee intelligence
gathering and espionage efforts against Nazi Germany. From the New York
City-based office as the director of British Security Coordination, he acted as the
liaison between Churchill and Roosevelt, and was instrumental in the formation
of the forerunner to the US Central Intelligence Agency.

1941 • Overseas—402 Squadron RCAF
is fully operational taking part in the
defence of Britain
1941 • The Naval Reserve unit moves
into larger quarters at the Winnipeg
Winter Club. The unit is now known
as HMCS Chippawa. It will recruit over
7500 sailors for the RCN.

1942 • What If Day—Victory Bonds
1942 • Parachute training at Shilo—
The 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion
is organized.

1941 • Ferry Command operates a
transport unit from Manitoba.
1942 • War industry in Manitoba is
greatly expanded. The CN Shops
begin constructing the #1 Armoured
Train which will see service on the
Skeena River.
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1942 • Overseas—The Queen’s own
Cameron Highlanders of Canada take
part in the Dieppe Raid.
1943 • The rebuilt Winnipeg
Grenadiers take part in the invasion
of Kiska against the Japanese.
1943 • Overseas—The PPCLI lands in
Sicily—begin fighting in Italy
1944 • Overseas—The Fort Garry
Horse, Royal Winnipeg Rifles land on
D-Day, The 1st Canadian Parachute
Battalion jump into battle on D-Day.
The 18th Armoured Car (Manitoba
Dragoons) The Camerons join in the
hard fighting of Normandy, clearing
the Channel ports, Scheldt.

6 June 1944
th

D-Day Juno Beach
The Canadian forces that landed on Juno Beach faced 2
heavy batteries of 155 mm guns and 9 medium batteries
of 75 mm guns, as well as machine-gun nests, pillboxes,
other concrete fortifications, and a seawall twice the
height of the one at Omaha Beach.
The first wave suffered 50%
casualties, the second highest of the
five D-Day beachheads. The use of
armour was successful at Juno, in some
instances actually landing ahead of
the infantry as intended and helping
clear a path inland. The three formed
units from Manitoba included: The
Fort Garry Horse who landed using the
floating DD tanks, The Royal Winnipeg Rifles and 402 Squadron who flew
Spitfires for air cover on the beaches.
Many other Manitobans participated
in the naval and air forces, the artillery,
combat engineers and other support
units, included were personnel of Royal
Canadian Navy Beach Commando “W”
landing on Mike Beach, Juno sector of
the Normandy beachhead. Despite the
obstacles, the Canadians were off the
beach within hours and began their
advance inland. A single troop of four
tanks managed to reach the final objective phase line, but hastily retreated,
having outrun its infantry support. In
particular, two fortified positions at
the Douvres Radar Station remained in
German hands (and would for several
days until captured by British commandos), and no link had been established with Sword Beach. By the end
of D-Day, 30,000 Canadians had been

successfully landed, and the 3rd Canadian Infantry Division had penetrated
further into France than any other Allied force, despite having faced strong
resistance at the water’s edge and
later counterattacks on the beach-

head by elements of the German 21st
and 12th SS Hitlerjugend (Hitler Youth)
Panzer divisions on 7 and 8 June.
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1945 • Overseas—Hard fighting in Italy
and NW Europe—Victory in Europe.
Demobilization takes place.

1946 • The Army is restructured, The
RCAF is restructured retaining some of
the BCATP flying fields for their use.

1947 • Cold War begins. NATO is being
formulated.
1949 • Plans are drawn for the Militia
to focus on aid to civil authority in the
event of Nuclear War.
1950 • HMCS Chippawa takes a lead
role in the Red River flood. The Army
and RCAF assist in this disaster.
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Second Battalion PPCLI
On the 15th of August, 1950, the Second Battalion of the
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) was formed
as part of the Canadian Army Special Force bound for Korea.
On the 26th of November, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Jim
Stone, DSO, MC, the battalion sailed from Seattle. While serving with the 27th
British Commonwealth Brigade, the battalion fought in the fiercest battles in
Korea. On the 25th of April, their skill as a unit was put to the test during the
battle of Kapyong. Amidst countless enemy attacks, the battalion defended their
position, resorting to calling artillery fire down upon themselves. Their actions
during this battle won them the United States Presidential Unit Citation. The
Second Battalion is the only Canadian unit to this day to have received this type
of commendation. They continued to fight in the hills of Korea until relieved by
the First Battalion in the fall of 1951.

1950 • The 2nd Battalion PPCLI is
mobilized for Korea.

1956 • 402 Squadron relinquishes its
fighter role and becomes a Transport
Squadron.

1951 • The Battle of Kapyong
1952 • The Royal Winnipeg Rifles are
ordered to provide a double strength
company of volunteers to the newly
created 1st Canadian Rifle Battalion
designated for the 27th NATO Brigade.
1955 • The Winnipeg Light Infantry
are amalgamated with The Royal
Winnipeg Rifles.
1955 • Minto Armoury experiences
a fire.

1956 • Construction of the DEW line in
far north continues by the Americans—
Mid-Canada Line and Pinetree line are
planned—CFS Gypsumville, Beausejour
and Churchill will be built. They will
remain active until closed in the 1980’s.
1958 • NORAD formed to protect
North America
1958 • Fort Garry Horse is mobilized
as a regular force component.
1959 • Flight of Canada’s Avro Arrow.

The Avro
Arrow
Winnipeg born Crawford
Gordon was President and
General Manager of A.V. Roe
Canada (“Avro Canada”)
spearheaded the production
of the CF-105 Arrow, the most
advanced jet in the world.
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1964 • Cyprus peacekeeping assignment for Canadian Army with Regular
Force units from across Canada
rotating.
1964 • Recommendation to disband
or place on the supplementary order
of battle much of the Canadian
Army—The 12th Manitoba Dragoons,
The Winnipeg Grenadiers and the
39th Field Regiment RCA are on
that list—The 13th Battery established
in 1871 remains active but moves
to Virden. The Carpiquet Barracks
are closed.
1967 • Unification of the Services
takes place
1969 • The RCHA is moved to Shilo
from Selkirk Lines—2 PPCLI moves
in and changes name of barracks to
Kapyong.
1970 • The regular force Fort Garry
Horse is disbanded.
1970 • CFB Rivers and Gimli are
closed for austerity purposes. CFB
Portage la Prairie continues with its
role to training helicopter pilots and
primary flying.
1970 • The October Crisis—regular
units from Manitoba are sent to
Quebec in a supporting role.
1971 • White Paper on Defence will
define the role of the Reserve forces
throughout the 1970’s.
1972 • German Artillery and Armoured
begin training at CFB Shilo

1973 • Reservists from militia units are
being offered short-term assignments
in Germany with Canadian Forces.
1974 • 429 “Bison” Squadron(Regular)
is equipped with C-130 Hercules and
role is changed to transport.
1975 • Air Command HQ in Winnipeg.
1976 • Summer Olympics—troops
including Reserves from across
Canada took part in providing security.
1983 • The Royal Winnipeg Rifles
attain 100 years of service.
1984 • Mulroney Government allows
for the Service to regain their uniforms.
1984 • 2PPCLI goes for a four year
tour in Europe, the 3rd Royal Canadian
Regiment arriving in Winnipeg.
1989 • 402 Squadron’s Role is integrated into the Air Navigation’s School
program begins flying Dash 8 Aircraft.
1990 • CFB Portage la Prairie is slated
to be closed. A small detachment will
remain to train helicopter pilots.
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1991 • Gulf War
1992 • Breakup of Yugoslavia, NATO
sends in peacekeepers. Reservists from
district are used throughout the 1990’s
attached to Regular force units.
1993 • Medak Pocket Battle—2PPCLI
win decisive fight. In April 1993,
the battalion departed for its first
six-month peacekeeping tour in the
Former Yugoslavia. While serving
there under the UN, the Patricias were
involved in heavy fighting in the Medak
Pocket region,
2001 • War on Terror begins—The
Reserve units will send larger
contingents of volunteers with regular
forces to Afghanistan.
2002 • 2PPCLI go to Afghanistan,
1RCHA from Shilo will follow.
2004 • Kapyong Barracks are closed
down and 2PPCLI moves to CFB Shilo
2005 • First woman soldier killed in
combat is from 1RCHA

The Second
Battalion
PPCLI

The Second Battalion PPCLI served in the ongoing conflict in
Afghanistan, forming the core of battle groups and deploying
individuals and sub units throughout the duration of the war.
2008 1RCHA returned to Afghanistan with Op ARCHER. The 1st Canadian
Battle Group was deployed with support from A Battery for TASK FORCE Orion
(1-06) February 2006. The Battery consisted of 101 personnel, two Gun Troops
each with two 155mm M-777, three Fire Effects Detachments (FED), and eight
Forward Air Controls embedded in the Task Force. Over 114 Operational Fire
Missions carried out in support of Task Force Operations. A Battery Returned
to Shilo in November.

2009 • HMCS Winnipeg enforcing
the free passage of ships off
Somalia against Pirates. Deployment
of Regular and Reserve Soldiers
from Manitoba’s regiments
2010 • Manitoba deploys soldiers
from all units
2011 • Canada begins to withdraw
troops from Afghanistan, commits
CF18 Fighters to NATO mission
in Libya.
2012 • Many reservists were called
on to serve in Afghanistan to augment the regular force units. Photo
is of The Fort Garry Horse members
in theatre.

With unrest in many parts of the
world, Canada will always be
called on for peacemaking and
peace keeping duties. The many
tasking for humanitarian assistance within Canada and around
the globe for flood, famine, fires,
tsunamis, earthquakes and ice
storms will continue to draw upon the expertise and abilities of
our men and women in uniform. They have always answered the
call in the past and will do so in the future.
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The History of Canada’s Military
through the years

Disclaimer

Description
of the outside
cover

“Quadricentennial 1612 to 2012”, 400 years of Manitoba’s Military History, by Tricia McNorgan,
a Manitoba Artist and author of the history of 402 “City of Winnipeg” Squadron.
The ship on the left is “HMCS Winnipeg”; above is Admiral Sir Thomas Button, who
discovered Manitoba in 1612; behind him ghosted in the sky is a ship from the “Battle of the
Bay”. In 1697, three Royal Navy ships confront D’Iberville’s 44 gun “Pelican”. D’Iberville sank the
flagship 56 gun “Hampshire” and 32 gun “The Hudson Bay” and captures the 36 gun “Dering”;
above is Wing Commander William Barker’s bi-plane Sopwith Camel; the yellow aircraft is a
Fairey Battle used at bombing and gunnery school at RCAF Station MacDonald MB; a CC 130
Hercules of 435 Sqn Wpg; in the pith helmet with red tunic, a Canadian soldier of the late 19th
century; illustrated next is a Canadian soldier in desert “CADPAT’ in Afghanistan 2010.
The main figure is Wing Commander William Barker of Dauphin MB, Canada’s most
decorated veteran; a Canadian nursing sister to the left of Barker; to the right of Barker is
Winnipegger Wing Commander Johnny Kent, a famed Battle of Britain pilot; lower is a Victoria
Cross medal and above to the right is the sign post on Valour Road in Winnipeg, where three
recipients of the Victoria Cross lived.
Manitoba has the highest percentage per capita of Victoria Cross winners in Canada.
To the right of Kent is a Cpl of the Fort Garry Horse reserves mid 1960s; General Garnet
Wolsey in the top right who led the Red River Expedition in 1870; a Sherman tank used in the
6th of June 1944 DDay landings on Juno Beach in Normandy during the Second World War.
The painting was commissioned by the Manitoba Special Envoy for Military Affairs in 2009.

Although the authors and the publisher have made every reasonable attempt to achieve
accuracy of the content contained in this publication, the authors and the publisher assume
no responsibility whatsoever for any errors or omissions and make no representation or
warranties whatsoever with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents
contained herein.

50 • 1612–2012 • “Quadricentennial” of Manitoba’s 400 Year Military Heritage  

